
Fly Free Starbuck! 
 

Last Monday night, April 19th, our good friend, pilot and longtime Tennessee Tree Toppers club member, Chris 
Starbuck,  passed away during surgery to repair a congenital heart valve defect.   

Chris was a very accomplished pilot and for those of you who never had the pleasure to 
meet him, he was also a paraplegic.  Many of us flew with him at both Lookout Mountain 
Flight Park and at Henson Gap.  Chris would arrive in his van and whoever was around 
would get his glider off the van and put it where he could set it up.  Chris would sit on the 
ground and crawl around to set up his glider with a little help from others every now and 
then.   When it was time to launch, he would get someone he trusted to help him launch.  
Here at the Henson ramp, he was frequently launched off of the radial ramp by Mark 
Dunn, who would push the glider from the keel to get Chris into the air.  He was a very 
good cross-country pilot, not afraid to land out in the middle of nowhere and crawl to a 
phone if he had to. We didn’t always have cell phones to rely on a pickup!  One time when 
Mark made a flight to Social Circle GA, after picking him up, I picked up Chris around 60 
miles from Lookout Mountain Flight Park.  He had to wait for hours but he still had a smile 
on his face when we picked him up and couldn’t wait to talk about his flight. 

Chris loved to socialize and we would always see him in Chattanooga during music events.  When walking with braces 
and crutches became more difficult, he came up with innovative ways to get around.  He was always exercising to 
keep up his upper body strength for flying, getting in and out of his wheelchair and into his van.  He had a trike that 
he peddled with his arms and later had this cute little electric car that he would drive into town.  He loved coming to 
Tennessee Tree Toppers parties and events just to get a chance to see everyone. 

            

When Chris could no longer fly, we would see him satisfying his love of aviation by flying a variety of model airplanes, 
many of his own design and construction.  That is when he seemed the happiest, marveling at turning styrofoam and 
tiny engines in unusual flying creations. 

We will post more information regarding any memorial get-togethers for Chris as information becomes available. 

Miss you Chris  

Katie Dunn 
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